How to protect your company
against the pingdemic, and
secure operations for the future.
As restrictions continue to ease, the so called ‘pingdemic’ is seeing
factories and warehouses across the country stutter. Thousands
of workers are being forced to isolate by the NHS Covid app, and
there’s still a gaping hole in the labour market throughout the
country. Ross Powell, Managing Director of Industore Ltd. - the
automated storage and retrieval experts - explains how to overcome
the problem of the pingdemic and futureproof your business to
ensure a more prosperous future.
Rolls-Royce and Nissan have become the latest, large companies to
fall victim to production disruption, as over 10% of their payroll are
sent home for 10-days – but the issue isn’t limited to the automotive
industry. Once again, retail and hospitality seem to be suffering the
most, with over a third of their staff forced into self-isolation in the
worst-hit areas – potentially leading to the threat of venue closures
all over the country – again. Iceland supermarket has already found
itself closing stores as a direct result of the pingdemic– so this isn’t a
matter of ‘if’, but a matter ‘when’ the situation deteriorates and more
companies are adversely effected.

Ross Powell, Industore’s
Managing Director:
“The Covid-19 pandemic saw a huge
increase in the implementation of
modern data transfer technology, but
the importance of staying ahead of
the next variant, or the “pingdemic”
cannot be overstated. Today it may
be a slow-down in vehicle production
– but all sectors are now being
impacted by a lack of automated
inventory control. This vital tool remains
a blind spot for so many companies,
and yet is the very lifeblood of
the country’s most successful and
profitable enterprises. Industore
technology and expertise is no longer
simply an exercise in reducing business
overheads – it is absolutely critical
to ensure a prosperous future for
companies across the country.”

Primary staffing costs are invariably the biggest
overhead for any organisation, followed by
bad inventory control.
According to the ONS, an estimated 137.3 million working days were lost due to sickness or injury in the UK
in 2016. That’s nearly a week per year, per worker – off sick. With this in mind, repurposing people to do
more useful, more difficult tasks, rather than repetitive, automatable work is going to impact your running
costs – enormously. Inventory consistently represents a huge proportion of organisational spend - yet
AS/RS frequently remains unexploited in this country, which is remarkable, given the clear advantages of
this most valuable commodity, and how it can overwhelmingly impact business profitability.

Industore gives total transparency of your most valuable inventory. This optimises inventory, staff costs and
waiting time while maximising efficiency. Lean-Lifts operate on a tiny footprint and utilise otherwise wasted
headroom. The WMS will also store items in locations based on size and sales frequency. The system will
identify high inventory or obsolete stock – ensuring you’re not ordering more superfluous assets, and you
never run out of high demand products.
Ross Powell again:
“Our Lean-Lifts don’t get tired or sick, they don’t go through
disruptive shift changeovers and are overwhelmingly reliable,
24/7/365. Our machines are immune to Covid, they don’t need
to socially distance, they don’t take holidays – they don’t even
take lunch breaks.

Our machines will allow you to reduce labour costs while improving efficiency, and reducing so many other overheads, like
your warehouse footprint, and utility bills…and what better time
to start, than when there’s a national incentive scheme - the
super deduction – saving you 25%?”

If you would like to discuss Automated Storage and Retrieval Systems (AS/RS) get in touch.

